I 3«i 3 



XIX. An Account of s new EkSlrical Fyh>, U a Letter Jrotd 
Lieutenant William Paterfon t^ Sir Jafeph Banks, B^r?4 



Read May ii, 178$* 



SIR, 



WHILE at the Ifland df Joh^iia, ©he of the Comara 
iflands, in my way to th^ Eaft-lnii^s, with the 98th 
Megimeiit, I met with im elefe-icai filh* which has hitherto 
efcaped the obfervation of naturalifts, and f^ems in many re-' 
ipe^ts to dife froE. the lele&ital fifties already deicribed 5 
which induces me to fend you the Mtowl-ng account of it, 
with a very imperfe£t Drawings and to beg that, if yon think 
it defer ves attention, you will do me the honour of prefenting 
it tq the Royal Society, The fituation of a fubaltern ofHcer, 
in an army upon foreign fervice, will, I hope, fufficiently 
apologize for my fending you fo very imperfe<5!: a fketch of 
the fifh, which was made in the field, in a hot climate, under 

every difadvantage. 

The iilhis feven inches long, two inches and a half broad^ 
has a long projecting mouth, and feems to be of the genus Te- 
trodon* The back of the fifh is a dark brown colotir, the belly 
part of fea-green, the fides yellow, and the fins and tail of a 
fandy green. The body is interi|)erfed with red, green, and 
white fpots, the white ones particularly bright ; the eyes large, 
the iris red, its outer edge tinged with yellow* (See Tab. XIIL) 
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The ifland of Johanna Is fituated in latitude 12^ 13^ fouth# 
The coaft is whollj compofed of coral rocks, which are in 
many places hollowed by the fea. In thefe cavities I found 
feveral of the eledlrical fifhes. The water is about 56'' or 60"* 
of heat of Fahrenheu's thermometer, I caught two of 
them in a linen bag, clofed up at one end, and open at the 
other. In attempting to take one of them in my hand, It 
gave me fo fevere an eledrlcal ihock, that I was obliged to 
quit my hold, I however fecured them both In the linen bag, 
and carried them to the camp, which was about two miles 
diftant. Upon my arrival there, one of them was found to be 
dead, and the other In a very weak ftate, which made me 
anxious to prove, by the evidence of others, that It poflefled 
the powers of e]e<51:rici ty, while it was yet alive. I had it put 
into a tub of water, and defired the Surgeon of the regiment 
to lay hold of it between his hands ; upon doing whkh he 
received an evident ele^rical ftroke. Afterwards ^the Adjutant 
touched it with his finger upon the back, and felt a very flight 
ihock, but fufficiently ftrong to afcertaln the fa<£t. 

After lo very imperfe<0: an account, f will not trouble you 
with any obfervations of my own upon tills lingular fifli ; but 
beg you will con fider this only as a direllion to others who 
may hereafter vilit that ifland, and from their fituatlon, and 
knowledge in natural hiftory, may be better able to defcribe 
the fifh, and give an account of its ele£lrlcal organs. 

I have the honour to be, with great efteem, &c. 



W. PATERSON 



% 



Lieutenant 98th regiment 






